O NSO A WNRH

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23.
24.
25.
26.

Entertaining Essays on English Usage
by Alan Townend

TABLE OF CONTENTS

The language Of YeS ...cuiiiiiiiiimmssmsssssssssssansssssnssssnnsssanssssnnnnnas 4
The language of Sarcasm ....cccvvirrismssnsrsssssassssssnssssnssssansssannsnnns 6
The language of Sleep ...ivicrvmrrnrrinrranrrsnrrsnsmsssssmsnsssnsssnsssnsssnnsnnnss 8
The language of praisSe....ccviciirirrisrmsssrssessssansssssnsssanssssnnsssnnnnns 10
The language of ups and dOWNS ....iirimrremrinssanssanssanssanssanssanssans 12
The language of understanding.......ccuvecrverinmrsnmrsassassanssanssanssnns 14
The language of pesSiMiSM . .ciiccrierierrarranmsanssanssanssanssanssanssanssans 16
The language of SUSPICION...cciierimriamrsamrsassanssanssanssanssanssanssnnsnnns 18
The language of SIleNCe ..cciviriirierierrerra s s s ssanssanssanssansnnns 20
The language of relaxation.......ccvvciiimisriesrsssmsesssssssasssanssansnnnss 21
The language Of SUIrPriSe.....icvierriemrsemssnmssnnssnnssnnssnsssnnssnnssnnsnnnss 23
The language of WOrK ...ciicviemiesmiemmsasmsasssasssasssssssssssnnssnnssnnsnnnss 25
The language of optimiSMm ....cciiciiciinisrsessssss s ss s ss s rs s rnnas 27
The language of numbers......ccuvicciiiisirisessnsssrsss s sssa s sssnsssannnnnns 29
Putting your foot in it.......cccviimiiniinnsrnsns s s s s s s nn s 31
=] 3 1T T 33
Are you a TV or radio PersoN? ....cccvveeervsnnssssnsssssnsssanssssnnsssnnnsnnns 34
Are you a gestculatory sort of person?......ccccvvemiirisessnrnnnnnes 35
From one extreme to the other .........ccoiciiiiicinic e snnc s rn e 36
Just me and English .......ccccviiiiiiniesniesss s s s s sssnssnnnnnnnas 38
Seriously though.......coiccciiiiciiiis s s s s s s n s 41
Are you a Nitpicker? ....ccciiciiimnemmiemssesssssssssssnssssnssnsssnnssnnssnnsnnnss 43
A matter of degree......civiiiiiiriirmnsssrrse s srrs s aas 44
The behaviour of cats and dogs.......cccvvmmimnirisnsessssssessnansnnnas 46
ENglishes?...ccciiiiiiiiin s n s s s s s s nsa s s s nsnansnnnsnnns 47
Do people still get married? ......ccccvviiiriiisinincsrnss s s s sssa s nnnas 48

Photocopiable 1 © www.english-test.net



27.
28.
29,
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42,
43,
a4,
45,
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54,
55.

Entertaining Essays on English Usage
by Alan Townend

The soccer world cup and "Wibledon" .......cccvviicirnnnnncsssnnssnnnnss 49
The scariest thing...?......cccciiiiiiiissinre s s s s s s s n i nns 50
What's your sense of direction like?.....ccocciiiinninnnsncnsssssnnnnns 51
Learning to teach..........cccciiiiiiiinn s s s n i n 52
Driving |€SSONS .....cuviueirinesmrisesssnssssnssssansssanssssnnssssnnsssnnsssnnnnnnns 54
Gerund or infinitive? .....ciiciicie i 55
French or English? ......cccciiiiiiiiis s s s s snns s s snnm s nnnmnnnnas 56
Are you fancCy free? ..iccciiicciirrssmsassmmsnssmsansssssssssanssssnnsssnnnnnnas 58
A NEW SCASON...cuieeruin st st saas s asa s aa s aaa s aaa s aan s saan s annnnnnnns 59
A rhapsody of WOrdsS .....cccciiimimieminmmssmsansssssnsssanssssnnsssnnnsnnns 61
Read the SignsS... icciiiiriisssssssssssssanssssnsssssnssssnnsssnnsssnnnnnnns 63
(=T 4 VA oo ] 11 =T =1 3 1 of =T 65
Guy Fawkes Night for you ...cciiiciiiminssnmscssmsssssssssssasssssnnnsnanns 69
Here cOmes a NeW Year... ..ccuuvemerrssssnnsmsssssnnsssssssnnnssssssnnnnnsnnnnnns 71
WoMmeENS' DAy . ciiiciiriemmmransmmsssmssssmsssssssasssssssssssnsssssnsssannsssnnnsnnnns 73
A SPring in your Step.....ccccvvmmrssnnsssanmsssnsmssnnssssnsssannsssnnsssnnnsnnns 75
Only three letters.......ccciviiiiiiini s s s s nm nnn na 77
Not really....ccceciiiriiirss s snsn s ss s ssan s sss s ss s sasa s ssan s annnnnnnnnnnnns 79
Good bye SUMMEr .. ccuiiuemrirnnrssnsssanssssssanssssansssannsssnnnssnnnsnnnnns 81
o LT o] 3 o T o= e 83
10 T 5 o o e 85
Words, words, WOrdsS... ..ccuvictmiemmmimmmsassmmsnssssasssssnssssanssssnnsnnnnns 87
If yOU VOt@ . .uumiiiniirineminsnnmrnsnmsssnnssssannsssnnsssnnnsssnnsssnnnssnnnnssnnnnnnnnns 89
Communicating with you?.......ccveiiiinnsns s s ssssssssssnnnsnnnas 91
Don't bank on it .....ccociiiiiiiiri i s s s s s 93
Read all about it.......cccciiiiiii s s s 95
Are you a persuader? ......cccuimiiemmsansnasssnnssanssnnssnnsnnnssnnsnnnsnnnsnnnss 97
The way you Write It ...civiiiisirr s nrs s s s s s snnnnnnnnas 99
New year resolutions ......cccuvervemrnmssmssansssnsssnssanssanssanssansnnnsnas 101

Photocopiable 2 © www.english-test.net



56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.

Entertaining Essays on English Usage
by Alan Townend

Three letters for you? .....ccviiiiiiiicssnsssssnsssssssssssnnnnsnnsnnns 103
TOO MANY WOKAS ...cuvemiriuemrssnnssssnssssanssssnssssanssssnssssanssssnnssnnnnnns 105
IN toUCh. i 107
Everything in the garden is lovely ........cccciiiiiicnn s snnananas 109
Briefly.iiciiiciiciisirr s sr s srs s r s na 111
Whose English is it, anyhow? .......cccciiiiiiiiicsinnsssnsss s s snnnnsnnnas 113
All aboard ........ccoiiirii i 115
That time of year ....iccciiiiciiiiicsir s irss s s s ssss s rsss s ssss s nnsnnsnnannnns 117
SpPring has SPruNg...cccvverssnsrssnmsssanssssnsssssnssssnnsssnnnsssnnsssnnnnnnns 119
May I have a Word?.....ccviiiacmmmnnesmmnsmmsnssssansssssnsssanssasnnsssnnnnns 121
The way they say it.....c.cocciiiiimiissimsss s s s s s s s nnas 124
Is that English you're speaking? .....ccvecrmiammmssnmsssnssssnnsssnnnsnnns 126
Things are hotting Up......ccciveciiiiriisrres i s s s s r s nas 128
Give a dog a bad name......ccccrvimmmnirisnsnssn s nsn s s nnaas 131
Watch your language ......cccveriemmiemmnemssamssnmssanssnsssanssanssnnssnnsnnns 134
Holiday in waiting ...c.vieciirinemssnssssssssssssnnssssnnsssannssnnnsnnnnns 137
Front gardening I hate........ccccviiiiininens s s s s snnnnnnnnas 139
Difficult pairs: Credible vs. credulous.........ccccivirnnnnnnnnsnnnnss 141
Hush hush.....ccciiii v s rr s e n e 142
English goes to America......ccccvmrimmminrmnnsnsnsssnsssnsssnsssnnssnnsnnnas 145
How good are you at managing your time? .......ccccvvmmvvnnmnnnnnss 148
All about poets......ciicciiiriiriiries s nas 151
Figuratively speaking....c.voccriiemmmssnmmmsanmssannsssnnssssnnsssannssnnnssnnnns 155
Take your time.....ccuverimimrisinnmsanssanssanssanssansssnssanssansnansnnnnas 158
Looking ahead ........ccvieiinrmnnmnsn s snssss s sssnsssssnsnnannnnnnnsnnnnns 161
More haste, less speed.........cccuvirmrrimimsssssssssssssnssnsnnnnas 164
o] o T L= ol - - 167
Backing the baccalaurate.........ccveciiiiicininc s rnnsssrrss s snss s s rrs s rnnnns 168

Photocopiable 3 © www.english-test.net



Entertaining Essays on English Usage
by Alan Townend

1. The language of yes

A yes-man is someone who always agrees with those in authority especially
when he wants to ingratiate himself with his superiors. But then you don't have
to be a yes-man to know the different ways in English of saying 'yes'. Let's take
first some examples of enthusiastic agreement that we can use in reply to
various questions. To offers such as: "Would you like to try another slice of my
apple pie?" — we can react with: "Yes, indeed I would/ I'll say/rather" or for
those who like to be thought of as a bit of a comic there's a choice between "I
don't mind if I do" and "I wouldn't say no." To a request like: "May I borrow your
pen a minute to write that address down?" — we can indicate a friendly response
with: "Yes, of course, yes go right ahead" or "yes, by all means." When
something of greater substance is under consideration and the speaker expects
us to support him but wants positive confirmation all the same as in: "You do
think I'm right in refusing to let my future mother-in-law come with us on our
honeymoon?" — we would be justified in using one of the following:

e "Yes, I couldn't agree with you more."
e "You bet your life I do" or an emphatic
e "Absolutely."

When the speaker voices an opinion like: "I think the government will make
themselves thoroughly unpopular by increasing the rate of income tax", we can
show that we endorse this sentiment with one of these two expressions: "That
goes without saying" and "You can say that again."

Of course, there are times when we feel obliged to say 'yes', although if we had
more choice in the matter we would be inclined to show our disapproval. Here
then are some examples of what could be called reluctant agreement, together
with their relevant questions:

¢ "Now tell me, are you going to ring up and ask the Smiths over for lunch next
Sunday?" "Yes, I suppose so."

e "You will let me make an appointment for you to go and see the doctor, won't
you?" "Yes, all right if you insist."

e "Can I have half an hour off to go and do some shopping please?" "Yes, go on
then."

If, after a great deal of coaxing, your services are asked for and the questioner
ends by saying: "And I'm sure you'd make a very good treasurer. You will
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accept, won't you?" — you could show your reluctant acceptance by saying:
"Yes, all right you win."

Finally, we come to cautious agreement. We are, in effect, saying 'yes' but we're
not completely convinced. An insurance salesman could be trying to persuade
you to give yourself greater protection: "I think," he says, "you should insure the
contents of your house. After all, you might be burgled, mightn't you?" Now, you
already have enough insurance and anyhow you don't want to encourage him too
much so you don't commit yourself when you say: "Yes, you could well be right."
When someone is criticising the firm in which you both work and wants you to
share his opinion, he could ask: "You do feel the same way as I do about the way
the management treats us, don't you?" Perhaps you're after promotion and don't
want to get involved in an argument so you simply reply: "Yes, there's a lot in
what you say." Even more non-committal would be: "Yes, you do have a point
there." Occasionally, we still want to be careful in our reply but would also like to
express our point of view. To a question like: "I think the judge was right to
recommend that the prisoner should be set free, don't you?" — we could answer:
"Yes, that's all very well but..." or "Yes, that may well be so but..." and then go on
to state our thoughts on the matter.

Yes, I think that's all I have to say on the matter. Oh, just one word of warning,
though. Should the question requiring the reply 'yes' be fired at you while you're
in the middle of a mouthful of delicious food, use the international way of
expressing it, nod your head. And let that inconsiderate questioner imagine what
you might have said.
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